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Relevance of the research topic. One of the most important and 

crucial periods in the history of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the 
whole of Central Asia is the beginning of the twentieth century, the 

period of the revolutionary events of 1917, the establishment of Soviet 

power and insurgent actions. The events of those years determined the 
political situation of the region for many decades to come. Kazakhstan, 

like the whole of Central AsiaАзияThey found themselves in the grip of 

a giant totalitarian state, went through civil war, forced collectivization, 
famine, repression, and the Second World War.  

As the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan K. K. Tokayev 

notes: "During the period of totalitarianism, we almost lost our 
traditions, language and religion. Thanks to Independence, we were able 

to revive and strengthen our values...However, in order for the 
understanding of the value of Independence to be forever imprinted in 

the memory of the younger generations, they must know the price we 

paid for it. We gained our freedom thanks to the heroic struggle of our 
ancestors. Many difficulties and trials fell to their lot. It is important to 

preserve these pages of history in the memory of the people." 

From the very beginning of the Bolsheviks rise to power, as a result 
of the October revolution of 1917, the insurgent struggle against the new 

Bolshevik regime unfolded throughout the former Russian Empire, 

which after the revolution became known as the Russian Soviet 
Federative Socialist Republic (RSFSR), and since December 1922, the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. Mass popular uprisings covered not 

only the so-called "Central Asian territories", but also almost the entire 
territory of Soviet Russia.  

The events of the twenty-first century have clearly not removed the 

threat of global and regional military confrontation between States and 
political forces. The ongoing confrontation of various geopolitical 

forces, their confrontation in the "hot spots" of the world - Syria, Libya, 

Iraq, Ukraine, and the Caucasus region-is an important factor in favor of 
a thorough scientific study of the armed struggle of regular armies 

against irregular formations, and makes it possible to extrapolate a 

number of important provisions in future theoretical developments.  
According to the experience of modern armed conflicts, the main 

participants, as a rule, are on the one hand parts of regular troops and 

armed formations, and on the other, irregular armed formations: "rebels, 
militias, partisans, insurgents", which in turn has a significant impact on 

the forms, methods and methods of armed struggle. 
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In this regard, in military science in general and military history in 

particular, there was a need to study the historical experience of combat 
operations between regular and irregular formations in the post-Soviet 

space in the 20-30s of the twentieth century. This is what determines the 

relevance of the research topic.  
In the national history of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the history 

of other Central Asian republics, an example of such a war is the so-

called "Basmach movement". Being, in fact, a continuation of the 
national liberation struggle of the Central Asian peoples against the 

establishment of Russian military-colonial rule, but now in the years of 

Soviet power, this military-political, popular movement in Soviet times 
was branded as "a counter-revolutionary nationalist movement of 

feudal-Jewish elements, the bourgeoisie, Muslim clergy and kulaks 
against the Soviet power". the authorities". Even Kazakh nomads who 

fled from the mass famine of 1932-1933 to neighboring countries and 

regions were called "basmachi". In other words, almost all scientific 
studies conducted earlier on this topic were entangled in political and 

ideological dogmas that justified mass terror against the peaceful 

indigenous population of Centralй Asiaи, who did not agree with the 
establishment of an alien government.  

Today, the Kazakh military-historical science has developed there 

is a clear contradiction between the need to study the historical 
experience of conducting combat operations by units and subunits of the 

armed forces with irregular formations on the territory of Kazakhstan 

and neighboring countries and the lack of such scientific research for the 
development of modern military art of the Armed Forces of the Republic 

of Kazakhstan. 

Therefore, the main scientific problem is an objective historical 
assessment of the events of that period based on new documents and 

sources, and a scientific analysis of the fighting between insurgent 

formations and the Red Army, which will allow us to study such non-
specific forms of use of troops as special actions, part of which are 

insurgent, partisan and counterinsurgency (counter-partisan) actions. 

Thus, this comprehensive and comprehensive military-historical 
study fulfills a two-pronged task. First, a theoretical rethinking of the 

role and place of the insurgent movement "Basmachestvo", and 

secondly, the study and analysis of military operations in the region in 
the period1918-1931, which will help enrich the history of wars and 

military art of the Kazakh people.  
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The degree of knowledge of the problem. A number of 

researchers, including military historians, as well as participants in 
historical events and military operations of that period, military and 

political figures, have devoted their works to the history of the 

emergence of the insurgent (Basmachian) movement, its development, 
and the fighting of the insurgents and Red Army units.  

Foreign authors also expressed considerable interest in the Central 

Asian armed struggle against the Soviet regime. At the same time, 
during the years of the "cold war" and the history of the Basmach 

movement became one of those areas of knowledge where the 

ideological struggle was widely developed.  
In our opinion, the historiography of the insurgent (Basmachian) 

movement can be divided into Soviet, foreign, modern Russian and 
modern historiography of Central Asian countries. As a result of a brief 

historiographical review of the degree of study of the research topic, 

several general conclusions can be drawn. 
Soviet historiography, despite a deep study of the problems of the 

insurgent (Basmachian) movement, was basically highly ideologized, 

where the main postulate was the assessment of Basmachism as an anti-
Soviet, anti-popular, bandit performance of the feudal-Bayan elite, 

which does not have support in the broad strata of the working people. 

Soviet historians studied not so much the Basmach movement itself, but 
the history of the struggle of the Soviet government against it.  

Western historiography, however, which in general, under the 

influence of Turkestan political emigration, correctly characterized 
Basmachestvo as a national liberation movement, had a weak 

documentary base. 

 In modern Russian historiography, the topic of Basmachism is 
sufficiently covered, but, what is available is subject to centralist and 

new imperial tendencies.  

The historiography of Central Asian countries is also strongly 
influenced by the new ideologies of these states, that is, one can note the 

high politicization of the issue, which makes it difficult to correctly 

assess many events and phenomens.  
In general, the history of the insurgent (Basmachian) movement in 

Central Asia, including in Kazakhstan, as a scientific problemе is still 

insufficiently studied. A comprehensive explanation of the complex 
phenomenon of insurgency across the vast territory of Central Asia is 

required. We need an objective view of it in all the variety of causes that 
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gave rise to it, the course of development, and the study of combat 

tactics in the complex, diverse physical and geographical conditions of 
this region. In addition, in all the above-mentioned historiographies of 

the insurgent movement of 1918-1931, there is practically no coverage 

and analysis of military operations. 
The purpose of the study is to summarize the historical experience 

of fighting between insurgent (Basmachian) formations and Red Army 

units for its further use in preparation for the combat use of the Armed 
Forces of the Republic of Kazakhstan against irregular formations. 

Research objectives: 

- to identify the prerequisites and causes of the emergence, essence, 
social and ideological base of the insurgent (Basmachian) movement in 

Central Asia;  
- summarize and analyze the course of hostilities between irregular 

rebel formations and the Red Army; 

- to study the peculiarities of partisan and counter-partisan tactics of 
actions of the parties to an armed conflict.   

The object of the study is the insurgent (Basmachian) movement in 

Central Asia in the 1918-1931s. 
The subject of the research is the history of the combat activities 

of the insurgents (Basmachists) and Red Army units and subunits 

Research methods. The research methods were based on the most 
important principles of military historical science: scientific objectivity, 

historicism and an integrated approach. 

Using general scientific research methods, such as analysis, 
synthesis, generalization, and the critical method, source and 

historiographic materials were studied, sources were systematized, their 

scientific significance was clarified, and previously unused materials 
were identified. 

Scientific research was promoted by the use of special methods of 

historical science. Using the historical-genetic method, historical events 
were arranged in a chronological sequence, cause-and-effect 

relationships and the evolution of events were determined, and the 

sequence and stages of the development of the insurgent movement were 
established. The historical and comparative method helped to link the 

events that took place in Central Asia and in other regions, as well as to 

show the dependence of the insurgent fighting on events on other fronts 
of the civil war, to trace their direct impact on the fighting on the 

Turkestan front. The historical-systematic method allowed us to study 
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the insurgent movement as an integral phenomenon, with common goals 

and characteristic features inherent in individual centers (foci) of the 
movement.  

Research boundaries. The chronological framework of the study 

covers the period of the 20-30s of the XX century, from the moment of 
the Bolshevik seizure of power and the beginning of the insurgent 

(Basmachian) movement, to the events related to the liquidation of the 

last major insurgent hotbeds. 
The territorial framework covers modern post-Soviet Central Asia, 

which in the XIX-early XX centuries was called Turkestan and where 

the main events of the fighting between the rebels (Basmachists) and 
Red Army units took place. In this paper, the name of the Turkestan 

region is used as a historically unified territory that existed before the 
division into national republics in 1924. This territory included most of 

Kazakhstan (south, southeast, and southwest), as well as modern 

republics: Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.  
The scientific novelty of the work lies in the fact that for the first 

time a comprehensive study of the history of the emergence and 

development of the insurgent (Basmachian) movement and combat 
operations between insurgent formations and Soviet regular troops was 

conducted.  

The use of previously classified archival documents, scientific 
research on this topic, memoirs of participants in those events, as well as 

the study of historical events through the prism of national priorities and 

interests made it possible to develop a new concept of the insurgency in 
Central Asia. In this paper, for the first time, from a new research 

perspective, the prerequisites and causes, essential characteristics, 

ideology and social base of the insurgency are identified and 
systematized, and the course of military operations is highlighted and 

analyzed. A new (improved) chronology and periodization of the history 

of the insurgent (Basmachian) movement is proposed. In addition, the 
peculiarities of partisan and counter-partisan tactics of the parties to the 

conflict are revealed. 

Provisions submitted for defense: 

- the insurgent (Basmachian) movement emerged as a continuing 

reaction of the indigenous population to the conquering, colonizing 

policy once pursued by the Russian Empire in the Central Asian region 
and continuing already in the conditions of the Bolshevik seizure of 

power. The immediate impetus for a large-scale uprising was the 
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Bolshevik "red terror", carried out under the conditions of the policy of 

"war communism" and further forced collectivization; 
- the insurgent (Basmachian) movement is a continuation of the 

national liberation movements of the Central Asian peoples against the 

establishment of Russian military-colonial rule, already under the rule of 
the Bolsheviks and the "red terror", a struggle for the right of free self-

determination, which was formally proclaimed by the Bolsheviks, but in 

practice they continued to pursue imperial policy. The conflict between 
the insurgents and the Soviet government is not a form of class struggle 

between "rich and poor" or only part of the civil war on the territory of 

Russia, but in our opinion, it is a war for the independence of the 
peoples of Turkestan. The war on the part of Russian Bolshevism in this 

case was an aggressive struggle for power, territories, and resources. For 
the peoples of Central Asia, this war is a stage and form of the ongoing 

national liberation struggle. 

- the insurgent (Basmachian) movement, which began as a 
spontaneous action, later received an organization, ideology and political 

goal - the creation of a state education. In our opinion, the movement 

was centripetal and progressive in nature and could result in the 
emergence of a new state or confederation in Central Asia; 

- The main driving force of the insurgent (Basmachian) movement 

was broad strata of the indigenous population of Central Asia. The 
armed struggle involved not only the wealthy strata, but mainly a 

significant part of the peasantry, local workers, farmhands, and artisans. 

It was a popular movement against the Bolshevik government, the 
illegitimacy of which was obvious to contemporaries;  

- the main content of the confrontation was the active fighting of 

irregular rebel formations against regular units of the Red Army, which 
from the very beginning took on the character of a typical partisan 

(people's) war with the support of the population. The analyzed course 

of combat operations and the applied guerrilla tactics of the insurgents 
and counter-guerrilla actions of the troops of the Turkestan Front and the 

Central Asian Military District indicate that they fall under the modern 

concept of special military operations and this historical experience can 
be used in the combat training of units and subunits of the Armed Forces 

of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

Theoretical and practical significance of the study. 

The theoretical significance lies in the use of the provisions and 

results of the dissertation in conducting scientific research on the 
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national and military history of modern times, in studying the history of 

wars and the art of war for scientific development, systematization and 
analysis of the history of the insurgent (Basmachian) movement and 

military operations between Basmachi and the Red Army. The study of 

the evolution of the Central Asian Basmachism, as well as the history of 
the struggle of regular troops (special actions) and irregular formations 

(partisan actions) in 1918-1931, will contribute to the formation of a 

scientific and objective understanding of the insurgent movement. 
The research materials can be used in writing textbooks and manuals 

for military educational institutions, as well as various works on the 

history of Central Asia in the twentieth century. Along with this, the 
provisions and conclusions of the dissertation can be useful in the 

preparation of textbooks and teaching aids for universities and directly 
in the educational process, complementing the subject and content of 

academic disciplines.   

The practical significance of the study lies in the fact that the results 
of the study can be used in scientific and pedagogical practice, in the 

further development of issues related to the history of the national 

liberation struggle, as well as in the patriotic education of military 
personnel, in state and legal training.  

Sources of research. The source base of the dissertation research 

consists of: first-documentary sources from the collections of Kazakh 
and Russian archives; second-published works and research; third-

memoirs, collections of memoirs of direct participants in the events.  

Materials of the Central State Archive of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan (CAA RK), the Archive of the President of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan (AP RK), the Russian State Military Archive (RGVA) and 

the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History (RGASPI) were 
used in the work. Access to the Russian archives was carried out by 

means of requests through the web portals of the above-mentioned 

archives.  
We have received and analyzed a large number of documents from 

the funds Kazkraikom VKP (b) and other state bodies on the suppression 

of uprisings on the territory of Kazakhstan in 1929-1931, contained in 
the funds of the Central State Archive No. 141, 5, as well as in the funds 

of Archive of the President No. 139, 141, 48n. 

The most extensive and important part of the source base of the 
dissertation was made up of published works of political and state 

figures of that period and military-theoretical and military-historical 
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studies of military figures of the 20-30s of the twentieth century who 

served on the Turkestan front, which contain a lot of objective 
information about the insurgent movement. Historical forms and 

sketches of Red Army units and formations are also important sources. 

The source base of our research is supplemented by memoirs and 
memoirs of participants and witnesses of historical events of that period.  

Approbation of the dissertation. The main content of the 

dissertation, its theoretical provisions, conclusions and recommendations 
are reflected in 9 scientific articles, 6 of which are published in 

publications recommended by the Committee for Quality Assurance in 

Education and Science Мof the Ministry of Education and Science of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan, 2 in materials of international conferences 

and 1 in a closed publication. 2 certificates of entering information in the 
state register of rights to objects protected by copyright were received. 

Brief description of the dissertation structure. The dissertation 

consists of an introduction, three sections, a conclusion, a list of sources 
used, and six appendices. 

The following scientific results were obtained in the dissertation. 

The first scientific result is  the identification of the prerequisites 
and causes of the emergence, essence, social and ideological basis of the 

insurgent (Basmachian) movement in Central Asia. 

The study showed that the prerequisites for the formation and 
development of the insurgent (Basmach) movement in Central Asia 

were laid back during the conquest and colonization of the region by the 

Russian Empire. The new government came to the region with weapons 
and was imposed by force. Central Asia attracted the Russian Empire, 

for the same reasons that all colonial powers sought to seize foreign 

territories. This is the strategic position of the region, the development 
of minerals, agricultural raw materials, the relocation of its surplus 

population to the colony, the exploitation of cheap labor, the market for 

industrial goods, and so onалее. 
It was colonization and the subsequent cataclysms (World War I, 

revolutions, and the Russian Civil War) that caused a politically 

motivated national movement in the Steppe Region and Turkestan. One 
of the manifestations of the crisis and impending catastrophe was the 

major Central Asian uprising of 1916, which became a kind of harbinger 

of the future Basmach movement. The main idea of the entire population 
is the idea of national-territorial autonomy formulated by the national 

intelligentsia (Jadids). In the Steppe Region, these ideas are expressed 
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by the party "Alash", in Turkestan – the parties "Shura-i-Islam" and 

"Shura-i-Ulema". 
However, the Turkestan Bolsheviks, who seized power in Turkestan 

in October 1917, contributed to the aggravation of the national question 

by categorically refusing to consider the issue of granting autonomy and 
not including representatives of the indigenous population in their 

government. Moreover, in the context of the outbreak of the Russian 

Civil War, the Turkestan Bolsheviks stopped supplying the Muslim 
population with food, declared a grain and cotton monopoly, and 

launched a policy of "military communism". As a result, Turkestan was 

gripped by a food crisis and massive famine. The immediate impetus, 
for the armed struggle against the Turkestan Bolsheviks, who had also 

usurped power, was the destruction of the proclaimed independence of 
the Turkestan (Kokand) Autonomous Region, which was accompanied 

by the massacre and looting of the city of Kokand and the subsequent 

"red terror".  
Under the Bolshevik regime, executions, the system of 

imprisonment, arrests, and deportations were widely and universally 

used to intimidate the indigenous population. In addition, the region was 
ravaged by the predatory actions of the Red guard and units the Red 

army.  

Thus, based on the study of numerous sources and materials, we 
conclude that the so-called "Basmachestvo" is a military, insurgent 

wing of the mass protest, anti-colonial, national liberation 

movement of the peoples of Central Asia against the establishment 

of Soviet power, its expansion and terror.  

The national liberation character of the Basmach movement is 

evidenced by some of its main characteristics that we have identified, 
which show its essence, social base and ideological basis: 

1) The origins and roots of the movement go back to the pre-

revolutionary period, they are connected with the socio-political reality, 
namely with the colonial situation of the region.  

2) The struggle of the indigenous population began as a spontaneous 

protest against the Soviet government, but later received a certain 
organization and was conducted with the aim of creating an independent 

state entity in Central Asia. Despite the different views of the leaders 

and ideologues of the insurgent movement regarding the future of the 
"Turkestan state", the main thing was that this state was to be 

independent of Soviet, Bolshevik Russia. The conflict between the 
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insurgents and the Soviet government is not a form of class struggle 

between "rich and poor" or only part of the civil war on the territory of 
Russia, but in our opinion, it is a war for the independence of the 

peoples of Turkestan. The war on the part of Russian Bolshevism in this 

case was an aggressive struggle for power, territories, and resources. For 
the peoples of Central Asia, this war is a stage and a form of ongoing 

national liberation struggle. 

3) The single ideological platform of the movement was the struggle 
for national liberation. The Basmachist ideology was characterized by 

anti-Sovietism and moderate nationalism. The Turkic community and 

belonging to Islam were also a sign of the unity of the rebel formations. 
4) In the struggle against the Soviet regime, the insurgents also used 

the slogans of the "holy war" against the infidels, as a reaction to the 
anti-religious policy of the Bolsheviks and to attract supporters. But this 

fact did not prevent the Basmachi from entering into a tactical alliance 

with the Russian "white" anti-Soviet movement.  
5) The main driving force of the Basmachian movement, especially 

at its peak (1918-1925), was broad strata of the indigenous population: a 

significant part of the peasantry, artisans, local workers, farmhands, 
ethnic and tribal elite. It was a truly popular movement against 

Bolshevik colonial enslavement and oppression. Both representatives of 

the aristocracy, tribal nobility, and people from the Dehkan environment 
acted as leaders, field commanders (kurbashi). The ideological inspirers 

of the movement were representatives of the national intelligentsia 

(Jadids) and Muslim clergy (Ulema, Kadimists).  
6) The armed struggle in Central Asia in 1918-19311 had the 

features of a civil war. The Bolsheviks sought to create a split and 

deepen social (class) contradictions in Central Asian society.  The 
Bolsheviks managed to attract to their side some of the indigenous 

people who took part in the establishment of Soviet power in the region. 

Since the beginning of the 1920s, so-called "national cadres" have been 
widely recruited to state authorities and to serve in the Red Army. 

Specially created Soviet national military formations of indigenous 

people participated in the suppression and liquidation of the Basmach 
movement. 

The second scientific result is a generalization and analysis of the 

course of military operations between irregular rebel formations and 
units Red army and, having a local development of armed struggle. On 

the basis of the conducted research, periods and main centers of armed 
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resistance were identified.  

In our opinion, the fighting in Central Asia between the insurgent 
formations of the indigenous population and the Soviet armed forces can 

be divided into two periods: 

The first period began in February 1918 with the defeat of 
Turkestan (Kokand) autonomy and lasted with varying intensity until 

June 1928, when the leader of the Turkmen Basmachestvo Junaidhan 

left the territory of the USSR. In order to expand its power in Central 
Asia, as well as completely isolate and defeat the insurgent movement, 

the Bolshevik regime extended its expansion to the independent states of 

the Khanate of Khiva (Khorezm) and the Emirate of Bukhara, as a result 
of which their territories were also covered by mass armed resistance. 

During this period, the insurgency had three main centers – Ferghana, 
Khorezm and Bukhara-Samarkand. Each of the rebel hotbeds had its 

own origins, regional conditions, features and stages of development.  

The second period covers the time from September 1929, when the 
fire broke out Takhtakupyr uprising until October 1931, when the last 

major rebel groups in the Turkmen SSR were suppressed.  

During this period, there are three main major centers of the 
insurgent national liberation movement of the peoples of Central Asia, 

which the Soviet government was forced to suppress using regular 

troops of the Red Army and OGPU. 
The first hotbed was the protest movement in 1929-1931 in the 

Kazakh ASSR, when there were mass uprisings of the nomadic Kazakh 

population against forced collectivization, which in official Soviet 
documents were called "Basmachian".  

The second and largest center of Basmachism was the Turkmen 

SSR in 1931, namely the vast territory of the Karakum desert.  
The third hotbed of anti-Soviet resistance was again the territory of 

the former Bukhara Emirate, bordering Afghanistan, where tens of 

thousands of insurgents with families and farms emigrated in previous 
years. In 1931, this territory was part of the two Union republics of the 

Tajik and Uzbek SSR.  

All the uprisings were mercilessly and in a fairly short time 
suppressed by the Soviet government, which relied on the strengthened 

Soviet armed forces and punitive organs.   

In Kazakhstan, in total, from the autumn of 1929 to 1932, there were 
about 380 uprisings and peasant unrest, which covered more than 80 

thousand people, only 5,551 people were convicted by the decision of 
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the OGPU troika for participating in large uprisings, of which 883 were 

shot.  
By their nature, the protests in Kazakhstan were both peaceful and 

armed. In terms of content, they were either armed actions that consisted 

of attacks on regional centers, active clashes with troops and communist 
detachments, or armed migrations that were accompanied by active 

fighting with OGPU troops and border troops, or peaceful actions that 

were expressed in opposition to the authorities, but were suppressed 
under the guise of armed actions.  

The goals of the rebellious peasantry were: to suspend the anti-

national, destructive policy of forceful collectivization of nomadic 
society, to return confiscated cattle and property, to create conditions for 

normal life, to stop the lawlessness of representatives of district and 
village authorities, and not to interfere with the exercise of religious 

rites. A number of slogans proclaimed by the rebels and the nature of the 

content of their leaders ' appeals reflect the desire of the rebels to 
eliminate the Soviet government and its political leaders. Everywhere 

and from their own environment, the rebels chose leaders-commanders 

(khans). The pressure of the so-called "Basmachian" movement in 
Kazakhstan led to the fact that the policy of forced collectivization by 

the Soviet government was actively continued and a mass famine broke 

out, which remained in the memory of the people as a "Asharshilik".  
After the suppression of the mass insurgency in 1931, small and 

scattered groups remained in the Central Asian republics that did not 

pose a real threat to the authorities. The center of Basmachestvo moved 
abroad, from where the rebels periodically raided Soviet territory. 

The third scientific result is a generalization of the experience of 

conducting combat operations by rebel irregular formations and units of 
the Red Army. 

The fighting in Central Asia between the insurgent liberation 

movement of indigenous peoples and the armed forces of the Soviet 
State has gone through a long historical path and has undergone various 

transformations. The main content of the war was the confrontation 

between irregular and regular troops. In terms of its tenacity, intensity 
and duration, the Central Asian insurgency is not comparable to any 

other insurgent struggle on the territory of the "Soviet empire". Soviet 

forces in the Turkestan region faced serious and organized resistance 
from a large number of groups that used special tactics and methods of 

warfare. Tellingly, during the Afghan war (1979-1989), the Mujahideen 
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will take as a basis the experience of the Basmach movement's struggle. 

The Basmachi rebels, in modern parlance, waged an "asymmetric war" 
against the Soviet troops. This asymmetry consisted in guerrilla tactics, 

which basically contained: 

- actions of small groups and detachments (from 10 or more people) 
that suddenly attacked small military garrisons, rear detachments and 

columns, posts, patrols, communications, and economic facilities. 

Groups and detachments could be combined into more numerous 
formations of up to 1000 people or more;  

- organization and conduct of ambushes, raids and other tactical 

actions of guerrilla warfare by maneuverable combat groups;  
- compliance with camouflage and dispersal after attacks; 

- avoid direct clashes with Soviet troops. The exceptions were 
attacks on garrisons and moments when the rebels significantly 

exceeded the enemy in forces, which sometimes allowed them to 

conduct frontal combat operations. The tactics of the rebel formations in 
these conditions approached the actions of regular troops; 

- establishing control over areas where there were no Soviet troops. 

These "partisan" areas, which were located in hard-to-reach places 
(high-mountain valleys and desert areas), remained free from Soviet rule 

for a long time.  

Insurgent combat operations were characterized by the following 
general features:  

- the desire to achieve surprise; 

- analysis of the balance of forces and means, all the conditions of 
the operational and tactical situation; 

- thorough preparation of combat operations;  

- mass use of ambushes, creating various obstacles by destroying 
roads and bridges; 

- well-trained intelligence using a variety of sources of information 

(among the population, as well as anti-Soviet elements of the army and 
state institutions); 

- carrying out sabotage actions to disrupt economic work, transport 

links; 
- attacks on military posts, economic and political objects. 

Thus, with the relatively small military capabilities of the 

insurgents, entire operations based on guerrilla tactics were successfully 
carried out, which can generally be described as an effective 

"asymmetric" response. The lack of forces and military order made up 
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for mobility, speed, surprise and boldness of actions. Military leadership 

was mainly carried out by commanders, who came from both 
aristocratic and peasant backgrounds.  

The victory of the Red Army over the most powerful insurgent 

movement of the peoples of Central Asia was achieved primarily due to 
the huge military advantage (quantitative and qualitative) of the 

Bolshevik Red Army. The armed formations of the Turkestan Soviet 

Republic, which terrorized the indigenous population, were replaced by 
regular, fairly disciplined and, most importantly, numerous and well-

armed units of the Red Army from Central Russia. Rebel field 

commanders were most often opposed by professional and experienced 
Red Army commanders who had served in the Tsarist Army. Most of 

the soldiers and officers of the Red Army were veterans, trained and 
seasoned in the battles of two wars - the First World War and the Civil 

War.  

The forms of combat operations were characterized by some 
features that significantly differed from the "classical" ones and in their 

features, orientation and essence can be classified as special actions in 

the modern interpretation of this definition. 
Thus, as a result of military operations, the insurgent (Basmachian) 

the movement was defeated. Most of the insurgents were destroyed, 

some were repressed, and a small part emigrated abroad. They failed to 
achieve their main goal – independence. The main outcome of the war 

of independence of Turkestan was the final entry of Central Asia into 

Soviet Russia and the establishment of the Russian Bolshevik Party in 
power. The consequences of the war, which lasted from 1918 to 1931, 

were most radically manifested in all aspects of the political and socio-

economic life of the peoples of the region. Central Asia became part of 
the new Soviet totalitarian "empire", which meant complete isolation of 

Central Asia a from the global community. The economy was 

completely destroyed and it took many years to recover. The social 
structure of the population has changed dramatically, due to the policy 

of destroying the "exploitative" classes. There were significant 

migrations and movements of ethnic groups. A large part of the refugees 
ended up in other countries. The number of rebel deaths is not even 

approximate, but it is clear that, together with the civilian population 

that supported the rebels, it is estimated in the millions. The cultural 
development of the region's peoples has been severely affected by 

isolation and repression of the intelligentsia and clergy. 
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At the same time, faced with the mass liberation movement in 

Central Asia, the Bolsheviks abandoned their plans to extend the "world 
revolution" to neighboring Afghanistan, India, China, and Iran. In 

addition, the insurgency contributed to a certain awakening and political 

development of Central Asian society. The Bolshevik leadership of the 
USSR was seriously alarmed by the incessant insurgent movement, and 

most importantly by the fact that in the conditions of the "Basmach 

movement", the unity of different social strata and different nationalities 
in the struggle for independence was demonstrated. This desire for 

independence and unity of the peoples of Central Asia was demonstrated 

even by many national party leaders.  
To strengthen Soviet power in the region, in September 1924, the 

so-called "division of Central Asia along ethnic lines" was carried out. 
With this skillfully conceived action, dictated by the interests of fighting 

the main ideological and political enemy-the insurgent movement, the 

Bolsheviks once again confirmed their loyalty to the imperial policy and 
the principle of "divide and rule". In the complete absence of 

sovereignty and independence of the Soviet Central Asian republics, 

they were relegated to the level of administrative and economic regions 
of the USSR, which were defined as raw materials appendages. Central 

Asia, which has been forming an integrated unified geopolitical space 

for centuries, was artificially divided along ethnic lines. 
Based on the above, it can be stated that the purpose of the study has 

been achieved - to summarize the historical experience of fighting 

between insurgent (Basmachian) formations and units of the Red army. 
In our opinion, the study of the history of the insurgent movement 

deserves to be studied precisely because it was a united struggle of the 

Central Asian peoples who stood as a united front against the Bolshevik 
terror. It is necessary to draw lessons from the joint struggle of our 

peoples during the establishment of Soviet power. In that historical 

period, our kindred peoples, their best representatives, stood up for not 
losing unity and freedom.  

It is important to honor the people who sacrificed their lives for 

freedom, and to remove from them the deeply unscientific, ideological, 
insulting stigma of "basmachestvo" as political banditry. In scientific 

research, in academic and school textbooks, the insurgent (Basmachian) 

movement against Soviet power should be defined as an important stage 
of the national liberation movement of all Central Asian peoples. 
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